6355/1 ENGLISH FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 1

FORMAT OF THE QUESTION PAPER

The question paper consisted of three questions. Candidates were required to answer two
guestions in Section A and 1 question in Section B. The time allocated was one hour and
fifteen minutes.

Section A consisted of 2 parts. Parts | and 2 required the candidates to read and
understand linear texts and transfer the relevant information into non-linear forms in the form
of a graphic organiser and a table. In Part 1 the theme of the text was Human Body and
Health while Part 2 was related to Technology.

Section B required the candidates to write a report based on information on acid rain and to
provide relevant information on the topic. The theme was Nature and Environment.

The questions were relevant to the EST 6355 Curriculum Specifications.

OVERALL PERFORMANCE

Candidates showed an improved performance. A large number of candidates were able to
answer Section A: Part 1. Most candidates attempted all questions. Only a small humber
failed to attempt any question in this section. In Section B, all candidates attempted the
guestion. Candidates were able to show an understanding of what a report entails. They
utilised all content points and the register used for report-writing was appropriate. A large
number of candidates provided relevant additional information/elaborations according to the
guestion requirements. However, some candidates did not integrate knowledge from their
science and technical subjects when attempting the report. Some displayed poor reading
and writing skills and failed to respond to the question in the required manner. Poor
handwriting also impeded reading.

PERFORMANCE ACCORDING TO GROUPS
Good Candidates

Generally, a minority of candidates fell into this category. Candidates displayed a good
understanding of the question requirements and were able to provide precise answers to
questions in Section A. For Section B, candidates displayed maturity of thought and depth of
understanding and were able to provide additional information and elaborate given points
considerably well. Candidates were also able to use knowledge gained from science
subjects or from extensive reading to answer the question. They also displayed good use of
science and technology expressions.

Average Candidates

The majority of candidates fell into this category. Candidates showed some understanding of
the question requirements and were able to provide answers to questions in Section A
although some of the answers were not precise and accurate. Their performance in Section
B was satisfactory. There was a lack of maturity and depth in their answers and they were
unable to integrate knowledge from science subjects in their responses. They were also
hampered by limited linguistic ability and thus were unable to convey ideas clearly. A large
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number of candidates who displayed a good command of the English Language also fell into
this category because they were unable to provide adequate additional
information/elaborations.

Weak Candidates

Candidates who fell into this category showed poor understanding of the question
requirements and were unable to provide correct answers to questions in Section A. In
Section B, they merely copied the content points given. They were clearly hampered by poor
linguistic ability. Some resorted to the use of Bahasa Melayu.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE
Section A: Part 1

Good candidates were able to provide clear, precise and concise answers to all the 10
guestions in this section. There were no spelling errors.

Based on the information from the text, complete the graphic organiser below.

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

Obtaining information by
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JU

~

Further tests

Ways of examining ' g, Soayme e |
Pressing an affected ;
2. Poort 0 tre ot | 5 Atalgse 08 . | !

using e instuments such | Anafyse |
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[10 marks]
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Average candidates were able to provide answers to the guestions in Section A However
they made mistakes like:

i providing incomplete answers
Obtaining information by

1. Fezduooe the patient|o

Further te tsbr urihe

blop
4p m- AREBEEEAHERBINIETEE
6. d .5.99.'.'!.% .......... |
i) distorting the meaning in their attempt to rephrase the answer
Ways of examining 0
2, Prassing an. af-%cﬁd ,J
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3. Ugsing..nst mﬂﬂ’@ o

Further tests
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Weak candidates were unable to answer most questions due to their poor comprehension
abilities. Answers were incorrectly lifted/copied as shown in the sample below.

Based on the information from the text, complete the graphic organiser below.

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

Obtaining information by

Further tests
Ways of examining 4, stethweope ¢
2. L8R e, L': 5. Sphygmomanemeiey | C
3, B 0 6. ophthalmuwpe. |
o

Section A: Part 2

Good candidates were able to provide comrect answers to the questions in this section. They
were able to use contextual clues from the text to derive answers to questions.

Based. on the information from the text, complete the table below.

Car Types Advantages Problems
I
1. Two meens, of puopyisions
Hybrid Cars None

|
3. he.pallution h '
' 7. hudeape. 13 maly.....
) s okla l i
- ne  combuttion g .
Eveloelloned L X RS 8. stoding hydwgen 13
hagardove .
5. .n%..meving parts |
6. preduee ng heerafil.... 9. welliciants | |
. wiSgront
Electric Cars :
10. need. for. hasvy ...
battg riea

[10 marks] @J

ENGLISH FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 1 480 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SP 2005




Average candidates were only able to provide correct answers to questions where the
answer could be lifted directly from the text. However, they made errors like

i) partial lifting

Car Types Advantages Problems
1. laigi.x—j.efﬁcf.mu]eﬁ:m!.ﬁgiﬁy -
. \
Hybrid Cars None
2. a.gwwf?!..EMt.ﬂqbfyz.Wgy/\ 0
i) giving similar answers
&-}IL- f(“\l F; ﬂ:iﬁ%?\‘( no emissian of . X
andw er Savby n dioxiele 7. Storim it is hazarcous || C
Fuel-cell Powered Cars 4. not use combushon fo )
QRS WK | g Highly flammable o0
5. have no moving parts '

Weak candidates were unable to answer many questions due to poor understanding of the
text, poor use of contextual clues and referencing skills. These candidates lifted

words/phrases mindlessly from the text as shown in the samples below:

Car Types Advantages Problems
o
1. Migh.. efficent. |
PR 2. Pl .. Tl o
s Baferies | Elammable
Fuel-cell Powered Cars 4, M;:{'qno\ " w,‘a_s"i"(
5. .Carbon .
o Tdeal .. 3 :[nrffcuh‘\'
AP ' 10. ..&@.ﬂﬁ.@.;.;, LU
Unim P oy an‘l’
D AL
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Section B
Good Candidates

Good candidates showed excellent understanding of the task. They were able to write
comprehensive reports which demonstrated maturity of thought, depth of understanding and
integration of knowledge from different disciplines. These candidates were able to
communicate ideas clearly and showed excellent ability to analyse the problem of acid rain.
There were numerous and detailed additional information/elaborations for each of the given
points. In addition, they also provided relevant and logical suggestions to overcome the
problems of acid rain. Candidates were able to write good sentences of various types. They
were able to use the right register in conveying their ideas. Candidates in this category also
showed a good grasp of the subject by being able to use appropriate and precise scientific
expressions. Ideas were also well-organised and easy to comprehend. However some
candidates made some minor spelling and linguistic errors.
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Average Candidates

Average candidates displayed a satisfactory understanding of the task by meeting most of
the requirements. These candidates did not analyse the problem of acid rain in depth. They
merely used the content points and were unable to provide detailed additional
information/elaborations for some of the points. Some candidates also left out or distorted
some of the content points in their attempt to paraphrase. They were able to provide some
relevant suggestions to overcome the problems of acid rain. However some of them included
irrelevant information in their answers. The answers also contained factual inaccuracies. For
instance, instead of discussing acid rain, they discussed pollution in general. A large number
of candidates in this group are linguistically competent but lack the knowledge required to
tackle the task. They were able to use sufficiently accurate language to convey ideas.
Generally most of them were aware of the conventions of report-writing by using the right
format and appropriate register. Some however, were unable to use appropriate scientific
expressions. Some candidates used inappropriate expressions in their answers.
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effects water. whea acid rain Pally inte e water the wealer becomes more acclic-
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Weak Candidates

Weak candidates demonstrated a poor understanding of the task requirements. Their
responses were minimal as they had merely lifted the content points given. There was little
or no attempt to elaborate the points given or to provide any additional information as
required by the task. Those who tried to provide additional information/elaborations were
clearly hampered by poor linguistic ability. Some produced responses which were incoherent.
Repetition of ideas was also noticeable. There was little or no attempt to organize their ideas
and spelling and punctuation were cbvious impediments in their writing.
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SUGGESTIONS TO STUDENTS

Section A

1. Read and understand the task and questions.
2. Study the graphic organizers to determine the kind of information required.
3. Study the text carefully and select only the required information.

Section B

1. Read a variety of texts (notes, reports, newspaper articles, internet articles,
encyclopedia entries etc.) related to the themes specified in the syllabus.

2. Read extensively to enrich vocabulary pertaining to science and technology
expressions.

3. Be alert to the conventions used in scientific texts.
4. Plan and organize ideas before writing out.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

Section A

1. Provide ample practice on information transfer.

2. Help students improve reading skills such as identifying main and supporting ideas,
identifying contextual clues, making inferences, making associations and connections
etc.

3. Expose students to a variety of graphic organizers.
4. Make extensive use of scientific dictionaries.

Section B

Expose students to a variety of texts related to the themes specified in the syllabus.
Teach students the correct terminology.

Keep abreast of knowledge in science and technology.

Adapt materials to suit students’ ability.

Cover all themes in the syllabus.

Encourage student presentations and projects.

Teach students how to write a variety of sentences.

Create a network with JU for English and Science Technology.

9. Focus on the mechanics of writing e.g.s punctuation, spelling.

10. Give students adequate practice on expansion of ideas.

11. Teach students to organize ideas in a coherent manner.

12. Teach students appropriate phrases/sentence structures in relation to task.
13. Provide students with ample writing practice.

14. Expose students to the text structure in scientific texts e.g.s cause-effect, problem-
solution.

15. Teach students the differences between formal and informal writing.

16. Teach students the correct cohesive devices such as as a result, therefore, besides,
in addition, moreover etc.
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